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more unprofitable study than the investigation of the
possibly predictable, which was never predicted.     It
is of far higher advantage to note the mental con-
dition of the French upper classes as one of the most
remarkable  facts in history,   and to ask  ourselves
whether it conveys a caution to other generations
than theirs.     This line of speculation is at the least
interesting.    We too, who belong to Western Europe
towards the end of the nineteenth century, live under
a set   of  institutions   which   all,   except   a  small
minority, regard as likely to be perpetual     Nine
men out of ten, some hoping, some fearing, look upon
the popular government which, ever  widening  its
basis,  has  spread and is still  spreading  over  the
world, as destined to last for ever, or, if it changes
its form, to change it in one single direction.     The
democratic principle has gone forth conquering and
to conquer,  and its gainsayers  are few and feeble.
Some Catholics, from whose minds the diplomacy of
the present Pope has not banished the Syllabus of
the last, a fairly large body of French and Spanish
Legitimists,  and a few aged  courtiers in the small
circles   surrounding   exiled   German    and    Italian
princes, may still believe that the cloud of demo-
cratic ascendency will pass away.     Their hopes may
be as vain as their regrets ; but nevertheless those
who recollect the surprises which the future had in
store for men equally confident in the perpetuity of